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21 December 2017 

 

Christchurch City Council   

City Planning 

PO Box 73013 

  

CHRISTCHURCH 8154  

 

Attention: Hanna Afifi  

 

Dear Madam 

 

Resource Consent (RMA/2017/1365) for Digital Screen Billboards Signs on Corner of Colombo and 

Lichfield Streets Hoyts) Addendum 

My previous letter (dated 5 September 2017) specified that we would support the resource consent for this 

billboard sign on traffic and road safety grounds subject to a number of conditions.  The conditions included 

an initial restriction on the length of video clips to 20 seconds, and the provision of a more robust monitoring 

methodology over the next five years, that included measured thresholds with respect to crashes and traffic 

conflict (near misses) and the consequences if these thresholds were exceeded.  It is important that any 

reader of this addendum also reviews this earlier letter to understand the context of our recommendation.       

The applicant and the applicant’s traffic consultant have responded to the proposed conditions and 

comments within this earlier letter and following some negotiation a set of conditions including a more robust 

monitoring regime have been agreed.  Given the uncertainty of the road safety impacts of a full video sign, it 

is important that Council are able to change the operation of the sign, if the sign does lead to unexpected 

road safety outcomes.   

While there is the potential for more severe unsafe outcomes (an increase in the risk of a serious injury crashes 

or a fatal crash), we are of the view that the risk at this location is low, given the low speed environment.  The 

layout of the road, with narrow traffic lanes and the presence of an intersection platform, along with a low 

speed limit (30km/h) means the likelihood of serious injury and fatal crashes is likely to be very low on this part 

of the road network.  We expect any crashes between vehicles and either pedestrians or cyclists to be a minor 

injury.  The international research relating crashes to speed is strong and indicates at speeds around 30km/h or 

lower the risk of serious and fatal crashes is very low. 

While the probably of a crash is very low, because of the limited international research on full video sign and 

no previous experience of use of such a sign in Christchurch, the monitoring regime is a sensible approach that 

enables Council to react if it clear that the sign is contributing to serious crashes or the pattern of more minor 

crashes and/or near misses (traffic conflicts) does indicate that a more serious crash may occur.  If the 

monitoring shows an increased risk of crashes then the sign would revert back to showing static images only, 

where the level of road user distraction is known to be lower.  Likewise if the crash and traffic conflict analysis 

monitoring shows over several years that there is very little or no effect of the sign on road safety, then the 

applicant will be able to show longer video clips up to 60 seconds in duration.            

If you have any further queries please contact the undersigned. 

 

 

 

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

 

http://www.stantec.com/
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Resource Consent for Signs at 329 Durham Street 

 
 

 

Dr Shane Turner 

National Specialist Road Safety 

Stantec New Zealand Limited 

 

 

 
 

This document has been prepared for the benefit of Christchurch City Council.  No liability is accepted by this 

company or any employee or sub-consultant of this company with respect to its use by any other person.  This 

disclaimer shall apply notwithstanding that the document may be made available to other persons for an 

application for permission or approval to fulfil a legal requirement. 

 

      


